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Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2012. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition.
A+ Customer Service! Summary: JOYCE, William. The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Morris Lessmore. illus. by
author. 56p. S & S/Atheneum. 2012. ebook $12.99. ISBN 978-1-4424-6489-6; Tr $17.99. ISBN 978-1-4424-5702-7.
Pre-Gr 3 Joyce's Academy Award-winning animated short-film-turned-app that celebrates those who care
about (and receive nourishment from) books is, ironically, now a picture book. The wonder and mystery
inherent in the wordless film and the ability to manipulate the visuals and play the soundtrack on the app's
piano beg the question: Can the book compete? As it turns out, the book has its own rewards. Clarity comes
from Joyce's well-chosen words. In the opening on a New Orleans balcony, readers learn that Morris "loved
wordsstoriesbooks." Every day he would "write of his joys and sorrows, of all that he knew and everything that
he hoped for." When an Oz-like storm turns everything topsy-turvy, the melancholy man in the pork-pie hat
spots a lady held alo  by a "festive squadron of flying books." Her gi  leads Morris to a book-filled sanctuary
set in a landscape staged and lit like a Maxfield Parrish painting. He tends to the volumes, distributing favorites
to visitors, whose once-gray bodies blossom with color. Every life and story ends, and those struggling with
their own goodbyes (and yearnings about printed books) may find comfort in seeing the fading elder revert to
his younger self in order to be transported by the joyful squadronjust as a little girl arrives to choose Morris's
story. The author's motivations (explained on the flap) will resonate with adults in the reading business. The
best part? Lingering quietly while savoring the atmospheric scenes of Joyce's narrative vignette. -SLJ, August
2012.
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